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parts of the East1    Why should it not have obtained in
ancient Latium ?

Reviewing the evidence as a whole, we may conclude Summary
that the worship of Diana in her sacred grove at Nemi wasofresults
of great importance and immemorial antiquity ; that she was
revered as the goddess of woodlands and of wild creatures,
probably also of domestic cattle and of the fruits of the
earth ; that she was believed to bless men and women with
offspring and to aid mothers in childbed ; that her holy fire,
tended by chaste virgins, burned perpetually in a round
temple within the precinct ; that associated with her was a
water-nymph Egeria who discharged one of Diana's own func-
tions by succouring women in travail, and who was popularly
supposed to have mated with an old Roman king in the
sacred grove ; further, that Diana of the Wood herself had
a male companion. Virbius by name, who was to her what
Adonis was to Venus, or Attis to Cybele ; and, lastly, that
this mythical Virbius was represented in historical times by
a line of priests known as Kings of the Wood, who regularly
perished by the swords of their successors, and whose lives
were in a manner bound up with a certain tree in the grove,
because so long as that tree was uninjured they were safe
from attack.

A curious monument of the ill-fated dynasty appears The
to have come down to us in a double-headed bust which headed
was found in the sanctuary at  Nemi.    It represents two bust at
men of heavy and  somewhat coarse features and a grim probably
expression.    The type of face is similar in both heads, but a portrait
there are marked differences between them ; for while the King of

one is young and beardless with shut lips and a steadfast
and his
gaze, the other is a man of middle life with a tossed and successor.
matted beard, wrinkled brows, a wild anxious look in the
eyes, and an open grinning mouth. But perhaps the most
singular thing about the two heads are the leaves with
scalloped edges which are plastered, so to say, on the necks
of both busts and apparently also under the eyes of the
younger figure. The leaves have been interpreted as oak
leaves, and this interpretation, which is not free from doubt,
is confirmed by the resemblance to an oak leaf which the
1 See below, vol. ii. pp. 26 sg., 56 sq.> 100 sy., 316 sgq.